
SRE (Site Reliability Engineering) 
Interview Preparation Guide

Site Reliability Engineering (SRE) is a highly sought-after role that blends software 
engineering with systems administration to create scalable, reliable systems. Whether 

you’re a seasoned professional or just starting out, preparing for an SRE interview 
requires a strategic approach. Here’s a guide to help you ace your interview.

1. Understand the Role of an SRE
Before diving into preparation, it’s crucial to understand the responsibilities of an SRE. 

SREs focus on maintaining the reliability, availability, and performance of systems. 
Their tasks include:

Monitoring and incident response
Automation of manual tasks

Capacity planning
Performance tuning

Collaborating with development teams to improve system architecture
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2. Key Areas to Prepare

SRE interviews typically cover a range of topics. Here are the main areas you should focus on:

a) System Design

Learn how to design scalable and fault-tolerant systems.

Understand concepts like load balancing, caching, database sharding, and high availability.

Be prepared to discuss trade-offs in system architecture.

c) Linux/Unix Fundamentals

Understand Linux commands, file systems, and process management.

Learn about networking concepts such as DNS, TCP/IP, and firewalls.

d) Monitoring and Observability

Familiarize yourself with tools like Prometheus, Grafana, ELK stack, and Datadog.

Understand key metrics (e.g., latency, traffic, errors) and Service Level Objectives (SLOs).

f) Cloud and Kubernetes

Understand cloud platforms like AWS, Azure, or GCP.

Learn Kubernetes concepts such as pods, deployments, and service meshes.

Explore Infrastructure as Code (IaC) tools like Terraform.

3. Soft Skills and Behavioral Questions

SREs often collaborate with cross-functional teams. Be prepared for questions about:

Handling high-pressure incidents

Balancing reliability with feature delivery

Communication and teamwork skills
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